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from us, that our experience does not In fact
differ from a dream, was boldly enunciated by
Bishop Berkeley, of whom John Stuart Mill, no
idealist by profession, declares that he was the
greatest philosophical genius of all who, from the
earliest times, have applied the powers of their
minds to metaphysical inquiries. This is a strong
testimony from such a man. 'The physical
universe/ Bishop Berkeley writes, c which I see
and feel and infer, is just my dream and nothing
else; that which you see, is your dream; only
it so happens that our dreams agree in many
respects/

The late Professor Clifford, who likewise was
no dreamer and no idealist, expressed just the
same conviction when he wrote (Fortnightly
Review, 1875, p. 780): 'For physical purposes
a dream is just as good as real life, the only
difference is in vividness and coherence/ Now
what does the Vedantist say ? As long as we
live, he says, we dream; and our dream is read
as long as we dream ; but when we die, or rather
when we awake and our eyes are opened by
knowledge, a new world, a new reality rises